
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
2 July, 2006 
 
1. Money can be a touchy topic. There are people who have left 

their churches over stewardship envelopes for regular giving and 
sometimes you hear complaints about paying assessment to 
Synod. “It’s between me and God’, “It’s none of the church’s 
business”, and “The Church is always asking for money” are 
common sayings. It’s no surprise then that Paul wrote to some of 
the early Christian communities about this topic too. 

2. 2 Cor. 8.(1-6) 7-15 is an excerpt from several chapters devoted 
to Paul’s project assisting the mother Church in Jerusalem and 
at the same time binding the younger churches together in a 
common cause. The collection had begun a year earlier but 
Paul’s bad relationship with the Corinthian Christians had re-
sulted in their withdrawal of support. He cites the example of the 
poor but generous Macedonian church. He points out that giving 
is not compulsory, that generosity is a proper response to the 
generous love of God; and that there is the question of a fair bal-
ance between the abundance one has and the need of others. 

3. Jesus mentioned money a great deal. Here are some of the 
things he said: Give alms without fanfare; you cannot serve God 
and wealth; welcome and provide for others; sell your posses-
sions, give money to the poor; give to God the things that are 
God’s; and one’s life does not consist in the abundance of pos-
sessions. He was not afraid to mention money.  

4. His whole life was generous, showing the generosity of God 
in continuing his work of creation and redemption, liberally loving 
us, forgiving our sins, and raising us to new life. Jesus was gen-
erous in relationships - healing people without payment, having 
time for children and outcasts (Mark 5.21-43); giving time and 
compassion to those who were lost and seeking healing, whole-
ness and hope; giving his life so that we may live. 

5. We are called to be generous as God is generous. .Giving 
generously, we can make God’s presence more visible in our 
lives and in our world. Giving helps people live righteous lives. 
Being faithful people and sharing in good measure should 
change our lives – forever. This is the goal. Give of your time, 
energy, and talents but also give money. Giving of yourself is not 
a substitute for giving of money. They go together. 

 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
9 July, 2006 
 
1. Grace s a free gift of God, enabling us to do things 

which by ourselves we would be incapable of doing. 
God desires the salvation of all people; he wants every-
one to be in a Father-child relationship with him. We 
being free, are responsible for our own actions, but we 
rely on God to help us to do what is right and good. 
Amazing grace (56 in AHB) is one of the most popular 
hymns today, perhaps because it gives several exam-
ples of the expression of God’s grace to people who fall 
short of God’s righteousness. 

2.  In 2 Cor. 12.2-10 Paul speaks of his own experience of 
grace. He speaks of his ‘thorn in the flesh’ which has 
been variously interpreted as epilepsy, migraine, or 
other ailments. Whatever plagued him, it was not suffi-
cient to impede his ministry. He had the assurance from 
God that his grace was sufficient, that power was made 
perfect in his weakness by God’s grace. Such grace 
had brought him through insults, hardships and calami-
ties. He knew he did not act in his own strength alone. 

3. Jesus taught his disciples to rely on God’s grace 
and trust in his provision for ministry. He sent out the 
twelve in his name to preach the good news of the king-
dom, to call people to repentance and to teach and heal 
as an extension of his ministry. In that trust they were 
able to perform wonders. God’s grace was sufficient for 
them. 

4. God calls us to rely on his grace. In our ministering 
communities God calls each of us to ministry in some 
way. For some it will be as clergy, or pastoral assis-
tants, or in group leadership, in various tasks in the 
church and out in the community. Sometimes we feel 
that we are not good enough, that we don’t have the 
gifts or the skills, that people will reject us or laugh at 
us, or that we will fail. We need to hear, with Paul, 
God’s gracious words, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness”. 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
30 July, 2006 
 
1. Last week we read the sections around the account of the 

feeding of the multitude and the walking on water in Mark’s 
gospel; but today we read these events in the Gospel of 
John (John 6.1-21) It’s the  familiar story of the people with-
out a shepherd, hungry for guidance, for healing, for res-
cue, for love, as well as for food in an oppressed and pov-
erty-stricken society. And Jesus met their need. His gener-
osity was so great that there was  food left over - a sign of 
his abundant love and provision. 

2. The feeding of the crowd is an enacted parable. The 
Jewish crowd no doubt understood the many OT references 
to bread, manna from heaven, and the promise that God 
would always feed his hungry people. Jesus’ actions, as 
told by John, were interpreted as a sign from God that he 
would save them.  

3. “Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all 
your children a longing for your word and a hunger for your 
truth” (Collect for the day). Despite our prosperity, our ad-
vancement in economic, social and political ways, many in 
our world are crying out for guidance, healing, rescue, and 
love as well as food. It is easy to think of those in need be-
ing somewhere else; but needy people are in our homes 
and in our towns. Some seek freedom from whatever op-
presses them and prevents their living  full and happy lives; 
some seek release from disappointments or lost opportuni-
ties; some seek pardon from failure and weakness; some 
seek healing and forgiveness.  

4. The petition in the Collect sums up our faith: ‘grant that, 
believing in [Jesus] we may know him to be the true bread 
of heaven and the food of eternal life.’  This is one of the 
great mysteries of our faith. We feed on Jesus by receiving 
his salvation achieved by his atoning death on the cross, by 
claiming him Lord and acknowledging the power of his 
Spirit within us, by reading his words of teaching, pardon 
and encouragement; by receiving the sacrament of his body 
and blood; by entering into his life so that he may live in us 
and we may experience the joy of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
See AHB No 434 



SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
23 July, 2006 
 
1. We know of numerous walls: the walls of Jericho, the walls of 

Jerusalem, Hadrian’s wall, the Great Wall of China, the Berlin 
Wall and now of the Israeli separation wall with Palestine. Walls 
of defence, protection, or occupation but always of division be-
tween people. The use of the word metaphorically to mean the 
deep hostilities between people has been with us for centuries. 
So the letter to the Ephesians 2.11-22, the core passage of this 
epistle, is about Christ’s breaking down the dividing walls be-
tween different people. 

2. The conflict between the Gentiles and the Jews signifies all 
human hostility. Paul speaks as a Jew to a Gentile audience of 
their status as ‘aliens’  and ‘strangers’  to God’s relationship of 
promise, being without hope in the world. But now, through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, all people can be in a situation 
of grace and salvation. This theological passage marks what 
Christ has done through his saving acts: He has made both 
groups into one i.e. there is a new creation; he has broken 
down the walls of hostility i.e. the law no longer is a cause of 
separation of clean and unclean; he has made peace with all 
people for he has reconciled Jews and Gentiles who now have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 

3 Paul continues to use a building metaphor. The wall has 
been broken down and a new household of God has been built: 
with foundations, cornerstone, and structure,- a holy temple, a 
dwelling place of God. This reconciled community of the church 
is itself the temple. By building together, reconciled people can 
truly become the place in which God dwells. No doubt this was 
a rich image for Jews in relation to the ‘house of God’ , the 
Temple, the house for the ark, the dwelling place of God.(2 
Sam.7.1-14) 

4 What an image for the Church to aspire to? What an exam-
ple we can be to our local communities, our nation, the world! 
Christians who are members of the household of God cannot 
hold to social constructions of gender, class, race and nation. In 
a world of division, we are called to be agents of reconciliation 
and peace. 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
16 July, 2006 
 
1. We often hear people speak of ‘God’s plan for the 

world’. Well, what is it? Ephesians 1.1-14 is a explanation. 
The purpose of God ‘before the foundation of the world’ has 
been to make it possible for people to become his true chil-
dren, and to gather them into a family of love. Through Je-
sus Christ’s dying and living, he has overcome all that pre-
vents us from being in this close relationship.  Moreover, 
there is still more to the plan, ‘in the fullness of time’. The 
whole cosmos will be subject to God’s saving grace. He tells 
the Christians in Ephesus that they, who were the first to 
hope in Christ, have been sealed with the Holy Spirit; are 
promised inheritance in his kingdom, and thus live to give 
glory to God. 

2. Now 2000 years later, we share this same relationship with 
God as the first Christians did. By our Baptism we are 
adopted as children of the heavenly Father, and are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit. We share the inheritance of the king-
dom. (See Baptism service in APBA). 

3. The ‘rights’ of baptism are wonderful, but with them 
come responsibilities. The prayer for all who are baptized 
in Christ  (p. 80 APBA) asks God’s grace so that the fruit of 
his Spirit may be produced in us, that  we will be equipped 
to serve God’s people and to be bearers of good news to 
the world, and enabled to live in holiness and righteousness. 

4.  We are part of God’s plan for the world! We are called we 
as individuals and as a community of Christians  to give 
glory to God and to work towards the whole earth being 
gathered into God. “He has made known to us the mystery 
of his will”. We know that the love we have graciously re-
ceived needs extension into the whole world. How can we 
love God and not another? The ripple of love needs to ex-
tend into our community in loving care to the sick, needy, 
unhappy and lonely and then to the whole world through our 
generous response to appeals through our mission agencies 
or other agencies, prayer support and active service. We are 
agents of God’s love, justice and peace in his plan for re-
demption of the world 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



