SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A

1. Seeking to get in touch with the unknowable, the
mystery of life itself, the ultimate reality is a common
human experience. Speak of what you know from ancient
civilizations and other cultures, and even attempts

from people in our own culture who seek to find the
meaning of life in various ways or even believe in “an
unknown God”.

2. The people of Athens (Acts 17.22-31) were no different.
Paul discovered in Athens an altar “To an unknown

God” and philosophers who were interested in anything
new. They scoffed at Paul’s well-constructed, intellectual
argument about the truth of knowing God through

the resurrected Jesus. Paul left, disappointed.

3. The mystery we call God is known to us through the
initiative of God himself, through his coming to us in the
human form of Jesus. Being human and divine, Jesus’

life shows us what it is to live the divine life. Intellectual
arguments did not persuade the Athenians to believe

and they will not convince people today either. The experience
of knowing God through Jesus leads us to

abundant life.

4. Faith is not about reason and argument but about a
relationship to God. Knowing Jesus, obeying his commandments
to love God and our neighbours as ourselves,

and following his example, we will enter into a
relationship with God through the Spirit and we will live
the life of resurrection So we will know God (John

14.21). Jesus promised that through the gift of the Spirit
we will come closer to the almighty and merciful God
who increasingly will be revealed to us.

5. Get to know Jesus: read the gospels, pray, be fed by
him in the sacrament, relate to him in the faith community,
and minister with him in loving service to others and

you will know that “His Spirit is with us” and you will
know God. This is good news to share with people in

our daily life who are yet to know God.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A

1. Has there been a time in your life when you felt
totally confused and lacking in direction and hope?

As preacher, you might tell something of your own experience
after the death of a loved one, or a traumatic
experience of loss. You might invite the congregation
to reflect on similar times in their own lives.

2. These were the feelings of the two disciples on
Easter afternoon, having experienced the death of
Jesus, the news of his appearance in the garden and

the empty tomb had left them bewildered. Cleopas and
another, probably his wife, were returning to Emmaus,
to their home. They were sad and grieving for Jesus,
disappointed that their dreams had vanished, confused
about what had happened, lacking direction for the future,
and without hope.

3. Jesus walked with them, drawn to them by their
sorrow, disappointment and hopelessness. He listened
to them and then carefully explained the Scriptures

to them. So compelling was his explanation of the
current event in the light of the Scriptures that ‘their
hearts burnt within them’ and they wanted to hear
more. Jesus did not force himself upon them; he gave
them the chance to let him go from them.

4. At the table, he makes himself known in the
breaking of the bread. And as he does, they know

that he is a real presence with him, even if they cannot
see him in person.

This is a story which can give us great comfort. Jesus
walks with us as we are in situations of despair and
confusion. He listens to us and helps us understand.

He gives us the option of being with him no further. He
will stay with us when invited in. He will make himself
known in the breaking of the bread.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A

1. Good Shepherd Sunday. The imagery of the Middle Eastern
shepherd of biblical times is loved by Christians. Psalm

23 is many people’s favourite and the Good Shepherd is
found in many stained glass windows. Discuss the feelings
the image evokes in us. (love, protection, guidance)

2. Jesus used an image familiar to his disciples. (John
10.1-10) They would have known Psalm 23, also Ezekiel 34
and Isaiah 40.11. Jesus now makes this image his own. As
the shepherd lay at the gate of the sheepfold to protect his
flock he became a ‘virtual gate or door’, so Jesus is the gate
through which people come to God and abundant life

3. The shepherd gathers his sheep into a fold. The imagery
in today’s readings focuses on the flock — the community,
not just the individual sheep. The first reading (Acts 2.42-47)
shows us the very first community of Christ learning together,
breaking bread, praying, and caring for the needy.

4. 1 Peter 2.1-10 takes us much deeper into the kind of
Christian community we are to be. We are people who

are growing into our salvation. We are an Easter people, a
people who have had a fresh start, who with Jesus have the
chance of new life and rising again. We need to get rid of

those things which might hold us back from growth e.g. malice,

guile, insincerity, slander... We have been called to become

a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation (all

collective nouns like flock,), ‘in order that [we] may proclaim
the mighty acts of him who called [us] out of the darkness
into his marvelous light” ( APBA)

5. What are the things which hold our community of Christ
back from growing into our salvation so that we may better
proclaim the might acts of God? Perhaps you can name

some of them and invite people to consider the nature of
their community.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A

1. How do people know God? Not know about God, but
experience God so that they have intimate knowledge of
him? Some people say they know God’s majesty through
creation; some through the voice which speaks in their
conscience. Others would say that God is unknowable -
“Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible
hid from our eyes”. (AHB 80)

2. Some of us may be like Philip (John 14.1-14). Philip
was struggling with Jesus’ words which are some of his
deepest statements about his nature. “Lord show us the
father,” Philip asked. Perhaps Jesus was frustrated that
Philip had been with him so long yet still did not know him
as the Son of God. Like Father, like Son. Jesus said, “I

am in the Father and the Father is in me”. Philip did not
understand that in Jesus he had seen the Father. We

know God through knowing Jesus.

3. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. “Way’ is not a
set of instructions like “the way to the PO — take the first
turn right etc” but a way of behaviour, a relationship with
Jesus based on truth which is truly life-giving.

(Remember the Samaritan woman). Jesus is the way to
God. If we believe in his total self-giving love then we can
come to know God. If we turn to Christ and strive to become
like him in loving, healing, reconciling, self-giving

and forgiving then we too come close to the Father and
know the Father. Jesus’ way is the way to the Father.

4. The early church came to understand this after the
resurrection. Acts 7.55-60 gives us the example of
Stephen who by faith is n able to forgive his enemies

even in the face of injustice and violence leading to his
death.

5. In our comfortable world, we may not be called to be
martyrs, but we are called to be people of The Way, a

title often given to Christians in New Testament times.

We are the body of Christ; we are called to lives of selfgiving,
lives of truth and honesty, lives which will bring life

to others.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



