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SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT   
 

YEAR B 
 

7th December 2008 
 
 
1. We all know what it is like if we are preparing for important visitors. Use 

various examples: the garden for an open inspection; the house for a family 
wedding; the guard of honour for the queen! Tidying up, cleaning, polishing, 
training, practicing, perfecting. 

 
2. Such is the season of Advent! A time of preparation for the coming of Jesus 

and a time to reflect on the preparation of the Jews for the Messiah,  
 (Isaiah 40.1-11); the preparation by John the Baptist for Jesus (Mark 1.1-8), 
 and the preparation of Christians for the return of Christ (2 Peter 3.8-15a). 
 Common to them all is a call to repentance of sin so that ‘we may greet with 
 joy the coming of Jesus Christ’. (Collect) 
 
3. Peter’s letter, was probably written around 150AD in difficult times in the 

Church as Gentile converts sorted out what it meant to be Christian - their  
 beliefs and their values-  especially during times of persecution. There  were 
 doubts about the Second Coming of Christ  and so the writer reassures them 
 of Jesus’ promise to return. 
 
4. We are still living between the Resurrection and Christ’s return. Perhaps 

we too are doubtful about the form that Christ’s return will take. We may reject 
the fiery imagery and the other apocalyptic events yet we proclaim “Christ will 
come again” and ‘we look for his coming again’. The need to be in a state of 
readiness for the day, means that we need to tidy up,  cleanse and  polish our 
lives;  train, practise and perfect our discipleship. 

 
5. The question the writer of the epistle asks is still relevant: ‘What sort of 

persons ought we to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness [as] we wait 
for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home’. This  

 vision gives us hope as we prepare personally for the coming of Christ   
 believing that at last his righteousness will reign and the whole world will know 
 his peace. This hope sustains us through our troubled times too. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT   

 
YEAR B 

 
14th December 2008 

 
 
1. We know a lot about John the Baptist, the last of the great prophets of 

Israel:  son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, lived in the desert in self-imposed  
 abstinence;  began ministry of preaching and baptizing for the repentance of 
 sins in the 15th year of Tiberias Caesar, baptized Jesus, was imprisoned and 
 executed by Herod Antipas. He attracted a great following and had a profound 
 impact. 
 
2. The gospels record John the Baptist as humbly pointing beyond himself 

to the coming Messiah whose sandal he was not worthy  to untie. He  
 introduces Jesus as the one the world has been waiting for to bring us out of 
 darkness and  back to God (John 1.6-8, 19-28)  
 
3. We look back to the prophecy of Isaiah (Is. 61.1-4, 8-11) and Mary’s words 

in the Magnificat (Luke 1.47-55) to spell out what changes the coming of the 
Light will make to a world in darkness—good news, for those who are  

 oppressed, broken-hearted and imprisoned. Christ offers freedom, justice and 
 peace to a world groaning for redemption. 
 
4. In Advent we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. The  
 doctrine of the incarnation affirms that the eternal Son of God took human 
 flesh from his mother and that the historical Jesus is both fully God and fully 
 man. Our faith is therefore anchored solidly in the world. God became flesh, 
 part of the world. He came to bring the kingdom of God into the world and what 
 happens in the world is of his concern. Humbly we need to recognize that by 
 ourselves we cannot redeem the world of its ills. 
 
5. In their humility John the Baptist and Mary were able to know the purpose 

of Christ in the world. May we too humbly prepare for his coming and be ready 
to welcome a saviour who will graciously offer us his forgiveness, freedom,  

 justice and peace so that his kingdom will come. 
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FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN ADVENT   

 
YEAR B 

 
21st December 2008 

 
 
1. “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight” sums up  
 today’s advent theme as we focus on the annunciation to Mary. Annunciations 
 are a literary form (cf. Isaac, Sampson, Samuel, John the Baptist) with their 
 purpose to inform the reader of the role of the expected child. and in this case 
 the creative power of the Spirit of God. 
 
2. The scene is full of hope and fear. First of all for Mary: How can this be? She 

is deeply troubled yet the messenger also assures her of peace and blessing 
and a son who will be great. The promise that there is nothing that God cannot 
do fills her with hope. The fulfillment of the promise of God is found in her  

 simple words of trust. (Luke 1.26-38) 
 
3. Secondly for the Jewish people: 2 Sam. 7.1-11, 16 gives a classical  
 expression of the Davidic-Messianic hope. God promises his people  that the 
 Davidic dynasty will last forever. David intends to build a temple, a permanent 
 house for the Lord, but God’s intention is not so limited. God promises to build 
 a dynasty, the house of David. In this context the people hope for a Davidic 
 king, a messiah to rescue them from their oppressors. These centuries of hope 
 and fear reach their culmination and fulfillment with the birth of Jesus in the 
 City of David. . 
 
4. Thirdly for us today: We long for peace, justice, righteousness. And security 

in our own lives and in the world. Christ offers the hope of fulfilment of all these 
things for he is the one  whose kingdom knows no end.  

 
5. Why then do we not see it now? We wait still, in hope and fear for the return 
 of Christ  and the coming of the kingdom in its fullness. The secret that was 
 revealed in Christ has not yet come to fruition. (Romans 16. 25-27) It awaits 
 the submission in faith and trust that Mary gave from a world which does not 
 know the hope he offers.  
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THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD.                              

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

YEAR B 
 

25th December 2008 
 
 

 
1. The first paragraph of the story of the birth of Jesus in today’s Gospel (Luke 

2.1-20) gives a very ordinary account of what seems to be an ordinary child. It is 
the story of the shepherds which tells us he is no ordinary child and in doing so 
reveals something of his nature and mission in the world. Heavenly angels de-
clare the child’s glory to the lowliest in society. Here is God who has sought out  
the poor and  weak in order to raise them up and give them hope.  

 
2. Isaiah 62.12 reminds us that God is one who seeks us out. So often we be-

lieve that we are on a search for God but it is the opposite. So much of the New 
Testament points to a God who comes to us, who seeks us out: the  

      parables of the lost, the call of the disciples, the challenge to Zacchaeus, and                            
      the coming of the Holy Spirit  with power, all point to God as the one who seeks     
      and finds. The birth of a child, God come to us, God with us, is the prime ac- 
      tion of his search to bring us to him. 
 
3. The festival of Christmas is a celebration of the Incarnation, the great  
 salvation event in which God sent his only son to live with us and draw us back 

to him. He came searching for the lost to bring them back to God, he came  with 
compassion that we might be whole, he came humbly and self-sacrificially  to 
give life to others. He revealed to us the nature of God and showed us how  to 
be children of God. 

 
4. Christ alone is the child of God by nature; but we can become children of God 

by grace and adoption, not by what we do but by humbly submitting  
 ourselves to God’s grace in baptism and then daily being renewed by the Spirit 

of God to live our lives as Christ did: in humility, in compassion, in self-giving, in 
seeking the lost and bringing them home to him.  

 
5. When we celebrate the Birth of our Lord, it is not just the celebration of the 

birthday of Jesus. It is much more than that. It is the celebration of the great  
mystery of God who sought us out and reveals himself  to us in a lowly,  

 ordinary child, so that we might too become children of God . 
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS   YEAR B 

 
 

28th December 2008 
 
 
 

1. Today we have a story from Jesus’ childhood which is found only in Luke. It 
is a very fitting reading for this day which traditionally celebrates the Holy Family. 
Luke 2.22-40 includes this narrative probably with several things in mind. Let’s 
just see some interesting things in the  passage and ask some rhetorical ques-
tions for you to think about during the week. 

 
• Luke points out the piety of this family (vv 1 and 27) They acted according to 

the Law of Moses, bringing Jesus for presentation to the Lord in the Temple, of-
fering a sacrifice as they should. Those born Jewish would be glad to hear this 
about Jesus’ family. It would validate their own upbringing. It would help them 
accept him as the Messiah. Is this just obedience or do parents everywhere and 
every time share this desire to offer their child to God?  

 
• The two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, proclaimed Jesus as the long-

awaited messiah. Simeon quotes from Isaiah, and there is no doubt their‘re com-
mendation ‘ of Jesus is to be an assurance to Jews of Jesus’ status in fulfilling 
prophecy. Why do we so many centuries later love Simeon’s words? 

 
• There is no mention of the birth or of Mary and Joseph’s pre-knowledge that 

Jesus was special in any way. They are called ‘the parents’, ‘the child’s father 
and mother’. It is as if they did not know of the angels’ messages, the Magi’s 
visit. They are a devout Jewish family doing the right thing. Why were they 
‘amazed” at what Simeon said? 

 
• Right from the beginning of Jesus’ life, the shadow of death begins to fall as 

Simeon’s gave a  warning in v. 34 that Jesus would be a sign that would be op-
posed.  Yet, life seems very normal. The family returns to Nazareth and in the 
care of both parents, Jesus grew physically,  and intellectually, emotionally and 
spiritually.  How do you think this warning affected them? 

 
2. This rich passage has many questions about it and you can go away thinking 

about them. However, it presents to us the picture of a loving family, bringing 
their child up within the con text of faith, an environment for proper growth and 
development of a special child and a model  for us, bringing up our own children. 

 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



