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1. Money can be a touchy topic. There are people who have left their 
churches over stewardship envelopes for regular giving and sometimes 
you hear complaints about paying assessment to Synod. “It’s between me 
and God’, “It’s none of the church’s business”, and “The Church is always 
asking for money” are common sayings. It’s no surprise then that Paul 
wrote to some of the early Christian communities about this topic too. 

 
2. 2 Cor. 8.(1-6) 7-15 is an excerpt from several chapters devoted to Paul’s 

project assisting the mother Church in Jerusalem and at the same time 
binding the younger churches together in a common cause. The collection 
had  begun a year earlier but Paul’s bad relationship with the Corinthian 
Christians had resulted in their withdrawal of support. He cites the exam-
ple of the poor but generous Macedonian church. He points out that giving 
is not compulsory, that generosity is a proper response to the generous 
love of God; and that there is the question of a fair balance between the 
abundance one has and the need of others. 

 
3. Jesus mentioned money a great deal. Here are some of the things he 

said: Give alms without fanfare; you cannot serve God and wealth; wel-
come and provide for others; sell your possessions, give money to the 
poor; give to God the things that are God’s; and one’s life does not consist 
in the abundance of possessions. He was not afraid to mention money.  

 
4. His whole life was generous, showing the generosity of God in con-

tinuing his work of creation and redemption, liberally loving us, forgiving 
our sins, and raising us to new life. Jesus was generous in relationships - 
healing people without payment, having time for children and outcasts 
(Mark 5.21-43); giving time and compassion to those who were lost and 
seeking healing, wholeness and hope; giving his life so that we may live. 

 
5. We are called to be generous as God is generous. .Giving generously, 

we can make God’s presence more visible in our lives and in our world. 
Giving helps people live righteous lives. Being faithful people and sharing 
in good measure should change our lives – forever. This is the goal. Give 
of your time, energy, and talents but also give money. Giving of yourself is 
not a substitute for giving of money. They go together. 

 

TRINITY  SUNDAY   

 

YEAR B 
7th  June  2009 

1. Christians are Trinitarians, that is, we believe in One God who is Father, 
Son and Spirit. In the Nicene Creed we find the doctrine in several lines– 
The Son is ‘of one being with the Father’, the Holy Spirit proceeds from the 
Father and the Son’.  In The Gloria we say it at the end with ‘you alone are 
the most High Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Fa-
ther’. The mystery of God has been explained in many ways and yet is inex-
plicable. By experience,  we know God as Creator, Redeemer and Sancti-
fier, so intimately that we call him Father, Son and Spirit Because of the rela-
tionship we have with God, a relationship with all three dimensions, we be-
lieve in God as three in one and one in three,  

 
2. We are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

and we understand that in our baptism we become children of God, mem-
bers of Christ and heirs of the kingdom of God (APBA p. 60) . Paul ex-
presses this fully in Romans 8.12-17 where he makes these points 

• If you commit your life to Christ then your outlook changes. You come under 
the influence of the power of God  and old ways are put aside. Death is past 
when life in the Spirit begins. We become God’s children not his slaves, so 
there is no place for fear in the relationship, only intimacy and love. When 
we feel called to name God, ‘Father’, the Spirit is moving us to bear witness 
to this intimacy. 

• As ‘adopted children’, we share with Christ in his suffering, but with the  
 promise of sharing his glory. 
 
3. As children of God and in the power of the Spirit we are called to be 

Christ-like in our lives, truly human, yet acting as he did to be compassionate 
and holy, loving God and our neighbours. The Trinity is not just a doctrine, but 
for us a way of being too as we act out our lives as children of God, following 
the example of Christ who lives in us by the Holy Spirit.  

 



Second  Sunday  after  Pentecost   

YEAR B 
14th  June  2009 

1. We humans can often be very judgmental about others and even about 
ourselves. We judge by human standards whether anyone is good 
enough, clever enough, faithful enough and so on. Paul addresses this 
question in 2 Cor. 5.6-10. 14-17, reminding us that in Christ we are new 
creations. So what might this mean for us? Both the Old Testament read-
ing and the Gospel have a message for us: 

 
2. When the prophet Samuel cast about for a king to replace Saul he obvi-

ously had a set of criteria in mind but the Lord said to him, “...the Lord 
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart”.  David, the youngest son and therefore the 
least likely,  the least knowledgeable, the  least skilled is the one chosen 
by the Lord. (1 Sam. 15.34- 16.13). No-one is beyond doing the Lord’s 
work. What matters is attitude. If a person loves God  then it is amazing 
what God can do through them. Our task in our congregations is to dis-
cern those people who love the Lord, who are called by him, those who 
have a burning desire to work for the Lord in some aspects of ministry and 
to support and encourage them. There is no place for phrases like ‘You’re 
too old’ or ‘I’m too old’; ‘you don’t know enough’ or ‘I don’t know enough’. 

 
3. Never underestimate the power of God . Jesus gave two parables to 

illustrate this. Remember it is God that gives the growth (Mark 4.26-29). 
We have our parts to play but God is the giver of life and in him things 
grow. Small and insignificant things can produce surprising results (Mark 
4.30-32). Like the mustard seed, a tiny germ of an idea can produce 
amazing results if we but trust the power of God to work in and through us. 

 
4. In Christ we are new creations. Believe this and let him give the growth! 

Third  Sunday  after  Pentecost   

YEAR B 
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1. Shallow waters are often dangerous. In South Australia we know how 
quickly waves can be whipped up on Lake Alexandrina and similar 
stretches of water. (Tell any personal story of facing similar danger). The 
Sea of Galilee or the Sea of Gennesaret is similar. It is in a depression in 
the Jordan Valley about 18km long and 11 km wide ina pocket in the hills, a 
location which  subjects it to sudden violent storms. Imagine the disciples 
fear as the wind rose and the boat began to be swamped.  Jesus slept 
through it and the disciples felt that he didn’t care. On being woken Jesus 
rebuked them as well as to the wind and waves. And their response? To be 
in awe of one with such authority, to know that even when seeming to be 
‘absent (asleep) he still was the one to care, the one to save them. (Mark 
4.35-41) 

 
2. Has there been a time of crisis in your life when you were afraid and 

God seemed to be absent or asleep, when you felt that no one cared for 
you, not even God?  (You may have a story yourself which you can tell as 
an example). How did you feel? Where is God in your recollection of this 
event? Did your faith waver? Was Jesus there all the time ?How did he 
calm your storm? How do you regard him now as you look back on that 
fearful time? Similarly there may be times of strife in our congregation 
where fear has caused us to doubt Christ’s presence and his Spirit seems 
not to be with us. 

 
3. We know that Paul went through extreme hardship—imprisonment, 

shipwreck, hostility, criticism  and rejection. In 2 Cor. 6.1-13, Paul speaks of 
the grace of God in his life through all his sufferings. He endured physical 
and emotional strife, yet recognized the grace of God with him through it all. 
He urges them too to know the power of God in their lives , power to save, 
to give words, or knowledge, patience etc so that in times of crisis the best 
response can be made . The metaphorical waves and winds can attack but 
God will be there graciously supporting us through whatever besets us. 

 
4. The collect for today is a good way to end the sermon 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



