FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEAR C
25 March, 2007

1.

From Luke we know Mary to be a contemplative, a
little indifferent to the mundane duties of the household
and single-minded in her focus on the Kingdom of God
and the person of Jesus. We see her in John 12.1-8 so
totally absorbed in Jesus that she was herself joining in
his suffering and impending arrest, trial and death, anoint-
ing him with expensive ointment, wiping his feet with her
hair in an act of humility and subjugation.

In Phil. 3.3-14 Paul expounds his theology of the
cross, that only sharing in the suffering of Christ in his
death can we also come to know the power of the resur-
rection. We live in the ‘not yet’ time between Christ’s res-
urrection and his return when we will know resurrection in
its fulness.

So how do we share in Christ’s death? Those who sow
in tears : shall reap with songs of joy (Psalm 126.6)
These lines represent the reversal of values the cross
reveals: life comes from submission and obedience to
God; life comes through giving of oneself, even to death;
victory comes through sacrifice; light comes through dark-
ness; power comes through meekness. To share in
Christ’s resurrection is to share in Christ’s life and death.
We are called to be sacrificial in our service to other peo-
ple. In doing so, we will come into that true relationship
with God who sacrificed his only Son in love for the world
he created. In our sacrifice of ourselves, our power, our
greed, our self-importance, our pride, we share in Christ’s
sacrifice, in his death, and in his victory over death.

Our society does not urge sacrifice: instead, it encour-
ages us to be successful, to accumulate wealth, to buy
possessions, to win, to gain status. Those who cry for
their ego-ridden selves, their jealousy, their pride and
greed will put to death those things which stop us living to
the full. Those who seek to serve others and love their
neighbour and God with all their heart and mind and soul
will share in Christ’s self-giving and thus come to share in
his resurrection.

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT YEARC
4 March, 2007

1.

Bad things happen. Tsunamis, earthquakes, cyclones,
famine, wars, diseases and multitudes of accidents. Why
do bad things happen? Why do good people die? Are
suffering and death punishment for sin? We ask these
questions when major disasters occur and even when
tragedy strikes just one person. These questions were
asked in Old Testament and New Testament times just as
much as today.

Jesus was asked the question. There obviously had
been a recent massacre of Galileans. Were they worse
sinners than people in Jerusalem? Did they deserve this
suffering? No, says Jesus. Then there was a tower in
Siloam which fell and killed eighteen victims. Were those
18 worse sinners than everybody else in Jerusalem? Did
they deserve to die? No, says Jesus. However Jesus ,
took the opportunity to say that they should take these
happenings as a warning. Everyone in Israel should put
themselves right with God or they too will perish. A tree
which does not produce fruit will be cut down. However,
there’s a glimmer of hope - with careful tending it may
spring into new and productive life.

Paul tells us that enemies of Christ face destruction.
Their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with
their minds set on earthly things. How cutting are those
words to people in our land of plenty, where obesity and
consumerism are on the rise; where we look out for our-
selves first; where we often are thinking more about how
we can improve our income or lifestyle or comfort than
about sharing the world’s resources and giving to those in
need or than about honouring God from whom we have
received the power and gifts to create wealth.

Deserved or undeserved, sudden calamity can befall
us all. We need to live each day as if it is our last. In the
metaphor of the tree, the soil should be prepared, things
which encourage growth should be welcomed, pruning out
non-productive activities needs to happen so we can grow
as Christians with our minds set on heavenly things.



THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT YEARC
11 March, 2007

1.

‘Humanity is ‘parched with thirst’ (Prayer for the Day) We
thirst for meaningful relationships, for meaning in life, for joy,
satisfaction, and well-being. We seek happiness. Our society
encourages the acquisition of possessions as a goal which
leads to happiness. Sometimes people treat others as things
to be acquired and then ‘dumped’ when no longer useful or
attractive. A person’s worth may be measured by status or
possessions or notable achievement. Some seek solace in
drugs and alcohol, some in a hedonistic lifestyle of indul-
gence. Others feel that they are failures because they haven’t
achieved status or wealth. Yet underneath the veneer of suc-
cess we can often find disappointment, sadness, guilt, and
discontent. We thirst for true life. We long to be truly human.
Food and drink have a large part to play in biblical im-
agery for they are necessary for life; we all know the comfort
of food and drink, the pangs of hunger, the longing for water.
Isaiah 55.1-9 pictures the divine banquet waiting for us. It's
an invitation to feast on true food, a feast which can only be
supplied by God. “Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread” may well be said to us today as we are
tempted by our consumer society to find happiness in ways
which exclude God.

The bread and wine of Holy Communion anticipate our sal-
vation, that time when we will have the satisfaction of living
wholly ‘in Christ” When Paul wrote his letter to the Corin-
thians (10.1-13) he was addressing a situation where people
thought the sacrament conferred the fullness of salvation on
them. We could be in danger of thinking that today too.
Rather it is food for the journey into fullness of life., that jour-
ney to become fully human, to live lives joined in love in com-
munion with God, sharing in his creativity, acknowledging his
grace as Jesus did. The sacrament is a promise of that ban-
quet where our lives will be so totally nourished by God that
we become truly the people he created us to be and the
whole earth fulfils God’s purpose. As Jesus’ heart went out to
the people of Jerusalem, so God’s heart yearns for all people
to come under the wings of his love.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT YEARC
18 March, 2007

1.

The English custom of Mothering Sunday began with
the Industrial revolution. Workers came home to their
families on this day, rejoicing in eating and sharing with
their family, Perhaps ‘going home for Christmas’ is more
common in Australia. Whatever the occasion, homecom-
ing should be and is, for most people, a good experi-
ence; a time of love and joy, a time of feasting, a time of
being with those who love us.

The readings today point us to the joy of homecoming:
the joy of the Israelites on entering their promised home-
land (Josh.5.2-12) the joy of the prodigal’s return home
(Luke 15.11-32) , and the joy of reconciliation with God,
when we truly ‘come home’ to him.(2 Cor. 5.16-21)

The parable describes the son’s discomfort and dissatis-
faction with the path he had taken. His desire to return to
the comfort of family, motivated by his own need. But the
father ran to him while he was still far off, and welcomed
him without reservation. He acted out of compassion not
self-interest, reconciling the son to himself, offering robe
and ring as signs of complete restoration.

God longs to welcome us home. We believe that ‘in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself'.” He
came to us in our alienation and draws us to himself. In
his death and resurrection, we can put to death all those
things which stop us from being fully human, and in his
resurrection we can rise as a ‘new creation’, into a re-
stored relationship with God , where we belong. This is
what reconciliation means. It was God’s work in Jesus
and it is our work in ministry.

Our calling is to be in a relationship with God, be-
longing to him, enjoying the love of a compassionate
father for his adult child, to be home with him. This is
what it means to be truly human. Our identity is found in
that relationship, rather than in what we do. Lent is a
time of renewing our relationship with God, a time of
homecoming, and a time of reflection and rejoicing on
what it means to be ‘home with God’. See McAuley’s
hymn No 555 in AHB., ‘In faith and hope and love...’
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