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CHRIST THE KING 
25 November, 2007 
  
1. The disciples experienced a great mystery which was so mo-

mentous that it changed their lives. As time passed they needed to 
develop ideas and images—a theology—to explain their experi-
ence of Christ in his life, death resurrection and ascension.. To 
help christians from a Jewish background, they looked to interpret 
Jesus in the light of Old Testament prophecies. Hellenistic Juda-
ism brought the reflections of Greek philosophy into the develop-
ment of early theology. The readings for the Feast of Christ the 
King are part of this reflection and deepen our understanding. 

2. The  prophets looked forward to a time when there would come a 
king like David to restore peace in Jerusalem. Luke interprets Je-
sus as this king to the christians in Antioch, both Jews and Gen-
tiles. The Jewish Zechariah’s hymn of praise (p. 30 APBA) inter-
prets Jesus as the long-expected Saviour. Luke declares Jesus as 
the truly righteous man, a king, through the words of the gentile 
centurions , the words of the criminal confirm his kingship. (Luke 
23.33-43) 

3.  1 Col. 11-20 may be  part of an early baptismal hymn for it is a 
comprehensive creed about Christ, a creed which is a theological 
development from the narrative of Christ’s life. The writer  speaks 
of Christ’s pre-existent state as an agent in creation and preserva-
tion (v.15-17),  then  his redeeming work—the incarnation (v.19), 
the cross (v. 20), his resurrection (v. 18) and his Church (v. 18). 
These acts of God have brought us into the kingdom, the realm of 
Christ, for as creator and redeemer he is the ruler of the universe. 
Christian hope continues to centre on the coming of Christ in glory 
to establish his reign of peace. 

4. We catch glimpses of the Kingdom in acts of forgiveness and 
reconciliation, in unconditional love and compassionate acts, in 
self-sacrifice and humility.  We long for the kingdom when we see 
hatred, war and strife, genocide, poverty and suffering, man’s in-
humanity to man.  We know that humanity is falling short of what 
we have been created to be. Jesus came to us, truly human, one 
in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. This man is the 
one we call King. This is the humanity which God has made us for 
and which will be fulfilled when Christ lives in us fully. We can call 
this Christ’s reign.. We long for the time when the universe and all 
its people measure up to the standard of that perfect humanity.  
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
4 November, 2007 
 
1. There are common misconceptions about ‘saints” - peo-

ple who are really really good, people who live in heaven, 
good people from days of old, especially biblical and medie-
val times, and people who have been canonized by the 
Church because of a miracle in their name. The answer is 
more forthright although the language of Bible and prayer 
book might still be difficult. The saints are those knit together 
in the communion and fellowship of the Church, the body of 
Christ (Collect for All Saints), They are marked with the seal 
of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1.11-23). In other words the 
saints are all those who are baptised , all those who are 
members of the Church. We are saints. 

2. We are people of NOW and NOT YET. NOW because we 
belong and enjoy the richness of our relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. NOW because we are people who 
have Jesus as a pattern for living; and  the Holy Spirit with us 
to strengthen and guide us; and the knowledge of the Fa-
ther’s love in all we do. NOW because we are called into min-
istry to live praising  God and serving our fellow human be-
ings. NOT YET because we know we are inheritors of the 
kingdom and that what we experience now is just a foretaste 
of what is to come. We have the ‘pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people” (v. 14) . The writer 
prays that the saints at Ephesus might receive ‘a spirit of wis-
dom and revelation’ as they come to know Father through 
Jesus. We grow into our baptism, so to speak, for in it we are 
made members of Christ, children of God,  and inheritors of 
the kingdom (p. 79 APBA) yet we have a lifetime of revelation 
to fulfil the promises of Baptism. We  grow in  understanding , 
in deed, and in hope. 

3. Saints are people of hope. The gospel (Luke 6.20-26) is a 
message of hope from Jesus, a message which the early 
Christians whom Luke wrote his gospel for needed to hear as 
they faced persecution. The saints may be hungry, sorrowful, 
and persecuted now, but the time will come when in the king-
dom of God their woes will be turned to joy and they will en-
joy the richness of life with God  forever.  

4. May we live as people of hope, ourselves being a sign now 
of the kingdom to come to the people around us. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
11 November, 2007 
 
1. Journalists are often ready with tricky questions to catch out politi-

cians about policies. The Pharisees and the Sadducees filled that role 
for Jesus. The Sadducees, unlike the Pharisees, did not believe in life 
after death, so this is their question. Like the Pharisees’ questions it 
was put to Jesus to trap him;  but just as they used Jewish custom for 
their question, he used Jewish history for his answer. (Luke 20.27-40) 

2. Jesus shows that life must continue. He reminds them of Moses 
who referred to the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob when God revealed himself in the bush. “Now he is God not 
of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.”  His an-
swer silenced them. This was the barbecue-stopper! 

3. Belief in  resurrection is deeply imbued in us through our  creeds 
and liturgy. “We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come”, (Nicene Creed) “I believe ...in the communion of 
saints  (Apostles Creed) “with all the company of heaven, we proclaim 
your great and glorious name”.  (Thanksgiving Prayer).  Older people 
may recall the phrases ‘the church militant’  and ‘the church trium-
phant’.. We sing ‘when the saints go marching in”.  It is not just Jesus’ 
words which convince us. It is Jesus risen  from the dead. His resur-
rection is the sign and promise of our resurrection to eternal life. The 
early christians found comfort and hope in Jesus’ resurrection and so 
through the ages the saints have believed. 

4. What does such a belief mean for us when many reject it? 
• It gives meaning to this life. We don’t have to ask what the point of life 

is, as people do who see death as the end. People who believe in 
eternal life are people of hope. They don’t say despairingly ‘when 
you’re dead you’re dead”. 

• It enables us to get through pain and suffering, looking forward to a 
time when every tear will be wiped away. People with hope are better 
able to ride the roller-coaster of life’s ups and downs without despair. 

• Death holds no fear, either for ourselves or for others we love. We 
know that we will always be held in God’s love. Death is seen as a 
natural passage in life and a beginning of the next adventure. While 
Christians mourn as everyone else, they don’t despair. 

• It gives us a glimpse of the eternal life and love of God, not limited by 
time. “A  thousand ages in they sight are like an evening gone.” 

5. “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 
comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and 
word” (2 Thess. 2. 16 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
18 November, 2007 
 
1. Our television sets bring the horror of war into our homes, but 

for most Australians  it is still remote. It is hard for us to empathise 
with people who have known little except terror,  invasion and dis-
placement for generation after generation.  Waves of destruction 
(weeping and cries of distress, dying infants, destruction of homes 
and vineyards, capture and exile  (Isaiah 65.17-25) fell upon Israel. 
Luke’s gospel was written  following the persecution of the Church 
by Nero. He writes about  things yet to come, in particular the end 
of the world.  Luke deals with the historical crisis of his day, the 
sacking of Jerusalem by Roman forces. But the end of this histori-
cal time is not the end of time itself .  

2. Each generation will face crises of terror and horror. In the last 
century we have seen Jews in the Holocaust, christians facing  per-
secution in Uganda under Idid Amin, in Iraq, in Burma,  in Russia 
and China, and ethnic wars and genocide in many places. There 
were more martyrs in the 20th century than in all the other centuries 
since Christ together. The C21 will be no different. 

3. The relevance of this writing today is  in the words of encourage-
ment: I will give you words and  wisdom... by your endurance you 
will gain your souls (Luke 21.9115) . Trusting in the salvation of 
God and  the promise to eternal life gives christians hope during 
times of struggle. Behold God is my salvation: I will trust and will not 
be afraid (Song of Isaiah p. 391 APBA). It is this hope which sus-
tained the Jews in exile. The vision of the restoration of Jerusalem 
(Isaiah 65. 17-25) encouraged them to endure and persevere. 
Maintaining one’s humanity while others are treating you as less 
than human is what we are called to do. 

4. Today the Church is threatened by  indifference and apathy, fun-
damentalism,  division, failure to speak the gospel in a relevant 
way, declining numbers, Our society is worried about climate 
change, nuclear power, conservation of the earth’s resources, eth-
nic conflict. Times have changed but the words of hope stay with 
us: trust and be not afraid, God will give us words and wisdom, we 
must endure and persevere and just live faithfully today until Christ 
has subjected all evil..  

5. Living faithfully does not mean doing nothing; but seeking, within 
our powers to do what is righteous and just. It is hard for us in  our 
small part of the world to seek to transform the face of the earth, but 
each of us in our own way is called to do our part in  conservation, 
reconciliation, restoration and peace.   



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



