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1.

garded traditionally as being more important than the cele-
bration of his death? The answer lies in understanding his
life story in relation to Jesus. John appeared as a mission
preacher on the banks of the Jordan prophesying the com-
ing Kingdom of God and demanding repentance of sin as a
preparation. He is regarded as the last of the Old Testament

prophets but what is more important is his foreshadowing of 2

Christ, his recognition of Jesus’ greatness at his baptism
and his understanding that his ministry needed to decrease
in order for Jesus’ ministry to blossom.

By the time Luke wrote the gospel and the Book of Acts,
the place of John the Baptist in the history of God’s relation-
ship with his people was established. Luke in Acts 13 clearly
has a place in the history of Jesus and by that stage the sto-

ries of a miraculous birth had found their way into the lore 3

passed down about him. His miraculous birth story with an-
gels, an aged mother, a dumbstruck father, and a unique
name was a sign to the early Christians of the grace of God
present in John even before his birth. Thus we celebrate
God'’s grace through the celebration of his birth, also know-
ing the rest of his life story.

The collect for today sums up best why we regard him 4

as a saint. He is a model for us to follow. We are to heed
his teaching about repentance; he lived a holy life devoted to
God, faithful and humble in his ministry: he spoke the truth
fearlessly when he condemned Herod’s adulterous mar-
riage, and he suffered imprisonment and martyrdom for the
sake of speaking out against corruption. More than all that,
however, we celebrate his recognition of Jesus and what he
was to become. John the Baptist pointed the way, “Behold
the Lamb of God’

Pointing the way to Jesus is a fine ministry. We cannot
convert people to Christ, for it is the Holy Spirit working in

people which does that. However we too can point the way 5.

by preparing people to recognize Jesus, by encouraging
them to repent of past ways and get ready to meet Jesus,
hear his words, and see his power. We celebrate the Feast
of John the Baptist , to remind us of humble self-denying
ministry which points the way to Jesus Christ.

TRINITY SUNDAY
3 June, 2007

Why is he feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist re- 1

Today we celebrate God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The
doctrine of the Trinity is implicit rather than explicit in the Bible. It
grew out of Christian experience in the early years of the Church;
people looked back into Old Testament times and found that their
knowledge of God was also triune; and today, if we reflect on our
experience of God, we will discover that that is how we know God
too.

If we sum up our understanding we can say God reaches out
in creation and redemption and enables us to respond. Our read-
ings express this: God discloses himself in wisdom (Prov.8); hu-
man being is the crown of creation and we exist in the image of
God (Psalm 8); God redeems us through Jesus and we experi-
ence this redemption through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5); and the
Spirit will make this revelation clear through succeeding genera-
tions (John 16).

The language and concept of the Trinity are very difficult. But
Christians cannot get by with only the word “God”. We have a
richer, more personal, more dynamic, experience of God than a
view which puts God as sovereign, transcendent, distant and un-
knowable. The doctrine of the Trinity tries to elucidate the under-
standing we have of God through the Bible and in our Christian
community through the ages.

So how do we know God as Trinity today? When we start to
seek meaning in life , a search for sense and grace, we encoun-
ter God whom we find has been reaching out to us, helping us to
understand our experience. When you stand in awe and wonder
at creation, realizing that you are nothing beside the one who
made heaven and earth, then you know that a greater Being ex-
ists. When you fall short of the potential that you know you have
to be more fully human, a potential evident in the one who was
fully human, Jesus, and you receive forgiveness and a new de-
termination to live a life more purposefully in the service of oth-
ers , then you have an experience of God’s redemption. Creation,
revelation, salvation— the experience of the Trinity.

These are things of human experience. Are they your experi-
ence? Over the next week you might think of how you know God
as Father, Son and Spirit.



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 June, 2007

1.

In Hebrew law, a widow had no rights. It is a strange omission but
may be explained by the belief that to die before old age was a
judgement for sin which was extended to the wife that was left. To
be a widow was a disgrace. Several laws did consider her plight—
particularly the law which provided for marriage with her husband’s
brothers. But if there were no brothers or they were too poor to sup-
port her then she had no resources. Widows were frequently sub-
ject to harsh treatment.

The widow of Zarephath (1KIngs 17) was treated shamefully and
was conscious of her position (see v. 18). In a time of drought she
had no support and was down to her last food. But God gave her
wisdom (I have commanded a woman there to feed you) to believe
Elijah and to be generous in response to his request for her last
food. Her reward was a miracle—food to sustain her through that
difficult time. The continuing story of the saving of her Son was an-
other revelation to her of God’s compassion and goodness—|
know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in
your mouth is true”. Creation, revelation, salvation. Here is the Trin-
ity in action.

The widow of Nain (Luke 7) is another miracle where God’s na-
ture is revealed through the compassion and goodness of Jesus in
raising her son from death. Again God is revealed as Lord of crea-
tion and salvation.

In Galatians 5, Paul provides a short autobiography. His right to be
an apostle came directly form the revelation and salvation of God.
God set him apart before he was born; his experience on the Da-
mascus Road was a revelation of Jesus Christ, to save him from
the life of persecution and religious zealotry which he was engaged
in. Creation, revelation, salvation were his experience which em-
powered him for mission.

What experience can we draw on? How has the ‘Lord of sea and
sky” revealed himself to you? How has he saved you? How have
you responded? How does your experience of God colour your life
and empower you for ministry?

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
17 June, 2007

1. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us.” We do often fail to recognize or to
deny when we fail to live up to what is loving and decent and
good; we do things which hurt others, and live lives which we
know fall short in goodness and truth. Underneath we long to
be put right with God, to be pleasing to God and to be at peace
with God and with our fellow human beings. We crave forgive-
ness.

2. How quick we are to judge others for their sins and how
slow to forgive. Luke 7.36-8.3 shows the gratitude of love the
sinful woman had for the forgiveness of her many sins. The
parable of the debtor explains that the woman’s extravagant
devotion was an act of gratitude for the compassion and for-
giveness she had received. She could go in peace, freed of
guilt, and free to sin no more. How different from the reaction of
many today to ‘people with a past’ determined to sin no more.
We hang on to reputations, we don'’t let them go in peace, we,
ourselves, are not free of our judgmentalism. We, like Simon
the Pharisee think differently from Jesus, believing that good
works will achieve our righteousness. Jesus’ action and his
words show that grace is the way of God.

3. Galatians 2.15-21 is a classic statement about justification,
about being right with God. We are justified by faith and not
by works and the means of that justification comes from God’s
action alone, by his gracious forgiveness of our sins. Love and
devotion and good works will then ensue for the justified sinner
then ‘lives to God” “in Christ”.

4. Some people question whether the message of justifica-
tion suits 21st century people. Are we concerned about this?
Rather do we not think of ourselves as ‘self-made people’, not
concerned about appeasing a judgmental God? Yet underneath
this veneer of self-sufficiency we find heartbreak from disap-
pointment, frustration, poor relationships, low self-esteem and
so on, all products of the ‘sin of the world’; heartbroken people
waiting to be lifted up by the grace of God , our God who for-
gives who forgives our sins, our mistakes, our willfulness and
careless disregard, for we cannot do it by ourselves. To our
God of grace we give thanks.
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