Al Saints—Year 4

(1 November or First Sunday in November)

1. What sustains people during time of great dis-
tress? Is there any meaning to this earthly life? What
happens after death? These “big questions” are reli-
gious questions with very practical implications, for
the confidence with which we live this life and ap-
proach its stresses and strains very much depends
on how we answer them. Today is a celebration of
our Christian response to these questions.

2. Heaven is “the dwelling -place of God, the angels
and ultimately of all the redeemed, wherein they re-
ceive their eternal reward” . (The Oxford Dictionary of
the Christian Church) There are difficulties with this
word ‘place’ and naturally as humans who dwell in
time and space we are limited in our ability to think
otherwise. Human images of heaven, therefore are
often quite concrete.

3. Such is the magnificent , awe-inspiring and hopeful
image in Rev. 7. 9-17: the multitude of those who are
saved, the angels, all worshipping God. It is filled with
hope as a time and place where the there will be no
more distress, no tears, no thirst and hungers, no
death. We cannot explain heaven in any other way
than in our own limitations, our own needs.

4. The vision of heaven gives hope. The beatitudes
(Matt. 5. 1-12) were conveyed to the early Christian
community to give them hope in the promise of the
kingdom of heaven. For heaven is where God dwells,
not necessarily a ‘place’. If you allow God to dwell in
you, if you welcome him into your life, if you let him
reign, then in that total surrender you will be sus-
tained during times of stress, your life will have
meaning, and death will be no threat to you. In this
hope we live our daily lives.

5. We are God’s children. This hope sustains us for if
we are his children then we are his heirs and 'we will
see him as he is’ . (1 John 3. 1-3) and we are confi-
dent that our home is and will be with him. Today we
celebrate with all God’s children in every time and
every place that we are the saints.



Twcnify~5fxt/7 5unc/ay atter Fentecost
9th November 2008

Sunday between 6 and 12 November Year A

1. Jesus’ denunciation of the Pharisees in Matthew
23. 1-12 is extremely cutting. Jesus affirmed the Law:
Do whatever they teach you. He himself had just
given a summary of the Law: Love God and your
neighbour as yourself. But he criticized and con-
demned the behaviour of the Pharisees—their
heavy-handedness with others, their public parading,
their self-importance.

2. When we hear it, we can squirm too as some of it
hits home. “Practise what you preach” is said often
enough. A common complaint from non-Christians is
that church-goers are hypocrites. Sometimes it is
deserved, although we feel naturally outraged when
the charge is laid upon us.

3 But Jesus provides them with another injunction,
one which displays what that love is in action: The
greatest among you will be your servant. This im-
age throws upside down the usual images of ser-
vants, the least in a household, the ones who do the
menial jobs, the lowest paid, the least respected.
This paradox is at the heart of the gospel. It is the
fulfillment of the law.

4. In the collect for today we pray that we may love
with our whole being, with our minds, our words and
bodies. Service of others is at the heart of our disci-
pleship as individuals and as a community. Each
Eucharist we offer ourselves to God and we are sent
out as servants to work in the world. We are minister-
ing (serving) communities putting prayer and preach-
ing into action.

5. The charge of hypocrisy comes from those who do
not see our good works, or see our lights shine. Yet
at the same time we need to keep in mind the warn-
ing to the Pharisees about being over-important, con-
ceited and attention-seeking.

/:i/'.sf.'junc/ay in Advent—Year 5
30th November 2008

1. Advent is a season of mixed emotions. In our daily
world we have the excitement and expectation of
Christmas mixed up with end of year celebrations and
the dawning of anew year. Do you remember in
1999 these emotions were mixed with a kind of threat
of doomsday - remember the rumours? At the stroke
of midnight your computer would no longer w o r k
and probably your DVD or anything else with an in-
built clock would go wrong too. Well doomsday and
excitement and expectation are all part of the Chris-
tian season of Advent where we wait for the coming
of the Christ-child with joy, and wait for the coming of
the Christ-Judge with doom in mind. | doubt that most
of us do wait in doom, but that word just means judg-
ment and it is a time to look back and judge our faith,
and a time to think of the judgement of God in the
end times.

2. Isaiah 64.1-9 presents the picture of an awesome
God. Look at the language - “tear open the heavens’,
‘mountains would quake’, ‘nations might tremble’ - a
God to be feared, but not so for those who wait for
him and seek to be obedient.

3.Following Jesus’ ascension, the early Christians
were expecting the return of Christ in judgment - the
second coming. Passages like Mark 13.24-31 reveal
how people thought in those days. In 1 Cor. 1.1-9
Paul speaks of their waiting. What were they to do
while they waited? This question exercised their
minds, and it is interesting that some thought the time
should be spent in idleness or debauchery. Paul saw
the time positively, even if he shared some of their
millennial views. They had been given spiritual gifts,
they were enriched by Christ in speech and knowl-
edge, Christ strengthened them with his spirit. So they
could be blameless at the end, judged by the way
they had behaved in this between time.

4.And we are still waiting. What does the second
coming mean today> “Christ has died, Christ is risen,
Christ will come again”. We believe that Christ will
come again. We are still in the time between the as-
cension and Christ's return. Advent challenges us
about how we will live our lives? Will we recognise the
gifts given to us, will we rely on Christ to strengthen
us, will we strive to be blameless in the eyes of Christ
our Judge? There is a view that we judge ourselves
when we look on Christ himself and compare our own
lives to his. May this Advent be a time of judgment as
we wait to celebrate with joy and hope Immanuel,
God with us.
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23rd November 2008

[Sunday between 20 and 26 November]

1. The Feast of Christ the King celebrates the au-
thority of Christ which leads us to seek his peace in
his kingdom. It is a fitting finale to the Church’s
Year, and the readings are rich with imagery, help-
ing us to grasp what it is to acknowledge the king-
ship of Christ and to live our lives in his service.

2,.Matthew 25. 31-46 presents us with a courtroom
scene, the final time of judgment when Christ the
Judge will separate those who have followed him in
service to others from those who have not. Only
those who have served the hungry, the thirsty, the
naked and the imprisoned will receive his blessing.

3. Ezekiel 34. 11-16, 20-24 pictures the shepherd
separating his animals. The sheep which have
butted out others, preventing them from grazing in
good pastures will be excluded from the protection
of the good shepherd who will save his flock and
lead them to safety and good pasturage. This is a
prophecy of hope to the downtrodden, the outcast,
and the victims while a dire warning to the selfish
and greedy.

4. In this global village we live in, these two readings
are particularly relevant, both as cutting images
which judge our lack of charity and service to oth-
ers, and as images of hope for those who respond
to Christ’s call to follow him. Christian charity recog-
nizes no boundaries. In a world where news and
images are available to us, we know where there is
hunger and thirst, oppression and lack of resources.
We cannot look on without responding; we cannot
continue to butt out others from our pastures; we
cannot continue to keep our wealth to ourselves and
not feed the hungry. Christ is our judge and his
rules for judgment are clear.

5. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians (Ephesians 1.15-
23) can be for us. May our faith and good works be
a cause for thanksgiving. May we grow in a deeper
understanding of what it means to live in Christ, and
what the power of God can do in our lives through
Christ who is supreme over all and whose fullness
may be seen in the Church, the Body of Christ.

Twcn@—ﬁcvcntﬁ 5unday after F entecost
16th November 2008

Sunday between 13 and 19 November Year A

1. Following on from the celebration of All Saints
where we enjoyed the wondrous prospect of heaven
- life with God - we now face the question ‘Who are
the redeemed?’ We don’t always like to think of judg-
ment and we put it off to the last times, the end of life,
the end of time, but the reality is we are judged every
day. So, what are the matters on which we face judg-
ment?

2. The parable of the talents (Matt.25.14-30) concerns
God’s requirement of us to give of our best, to put to
good use the gifts given to us, and to live out the du-
ties God has entrusted to us. The parable does not
give greater value to the one given five talents over
the one given one. What is important is what we do
with our talents. In the parable judgment is pro-
nounced and the treatment of the one who buried his
talent is harsh.

3. So what do we make of this for our discipleship and
ministry ? Common complaints in our small churches
are “We’'re all too old!” and “There’s so few of us!”
These are countered by our Bishop’s saying “Do what
you can and not what you can’'t!” Even among only a
handful of elderly people, will be gifts which can be
used to serve  others. We need to recognize where
our gifts are being used in our homes and the com-
munity and give thanks. We need to encourage those
latent gifts to be dug up and used.

4. This is how Paul encouraged the Thessalonians (1
Thess. 5. 1-11) on how they were to live as a commu-
nity while waiting for the return of Christ. Be awake
and sober, full of faith and love and hope, encourag-
ing one another and building each other up.

5. In our ministering communities we aim to discern,
edify and encourage the gifts that God has given
each of us. We work as an organism, our gifts being
used in a complementary way so that together we can
be the Body of Christ, serving God in the world. Let us
give thanks for the talents God has given us and pray
that we use them for his glory.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



