Father,

we see in Jesus Christ
your love and
compassion for the
whole world.

By your Holy Spirit
renew and empower us
to witness to the world,
that all may know your
life and love.  Amen

FOLLOWING Jesus............cceurune
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and ENJOYING our common life.

Synod 2010 at Whyalla

The hearts of many people
'sink a little' when they think of meet-
ings. Words and phrases such as 'bor-
ing' and 'a necessary evil' come readi-
ly to their mind. Yet somehow, the
Willochra Synod, which is the annual
business meeting of the diocese, is
never that!

On the first weekend in May
approximately 120 representatives of
our diocese gathered in Whyalla for the
annual Synod. Hosted by the good folk
of Whyalla we began with the Synod
Eucharist in St. Martin's, with our bish-
op celebrating and preachlng

Bishop Garry farewells Trevor and
Anne Briggs at the Farewell Dinner.

After morning tea at the South
Whyalla Football Club facilities we got
under way with the bishop delivering
his Presidential Address, followed by
lunch and then into the business of
Synod.

This year we were delighted to
welcome Canon Bob Cooper (pic-
tured.below) from the diocese of

: Wake-field in
England He
preached at the
Sunday Eucharist
and also kept us
entertained at one

and the
Chancellor sorted out some procedural
matters between themselves.

Finances are always an impor-

tant matter and the diocesan Treasurer
and the Registrar made simple what
are often complex matters. For the first
time in some years synod agreed to a
deficit budget but clearly recognized
that cannot become the norm. Budgets
for next year were also passed.
Among matters discussed
were motions concerning 'Back to
Church Sunday' (on the 12th Sept.);
endorsing a 'Statement of Commitment
and an Affirmation of Faith and Justice'
with respect to Indigenous Australians
and asking Diocesan Council to facili-

tate educational opportunities as 'we
seek to engage in active reconciliation'.
Also there was a motion concerning
professional appraisal of stipended
clergy; one on Anglicare's work in the
diocese; and another asking the bishop
to facilitate a diocesan pilgrimage in
cooperation with the Anglican Board of
Mission.

On Saturday night there was a
farewell dinner for the Registrar, the
Rev'd Trevor Briggs and his wife Anne.
A wonderful night of fun and humour
(much of it at Trevor's expense!) was
had by all, with a splendid meal to
accompany it.

Willochra's Synod is really a
‘family affair': a time when people
‘catch-up' with others they haven't
seen for awhile, deal with some seri-
ous business, laugh a lot, learn a good
deal about church matters diocesan
and further afield, worship together,
and enjoy good food.

Our thanks go to the staff at
Church Office for all their preparatory
work and to parishioners at Whyalla for
their support in making it such an
excellent weekend.

Michael Hillier

Synod in session.
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From the Bishop .....

Dear Friends

At our recent Synod, the Gospel Reading for the Opening
Service of the Synod enabled me to speak about anxiety. |
have reprinted part of the sermon as my letter for this edition of
The Willochran.

We must be still and still moving into another intensity, for a fur-
ther union, a deeper communion. [T S Eliot]

When Jesus is talking to the disciples about his departure
and the coming of the Holy Spirit in Chapter 14 of John's

Gospel, the disciples are left perplexed and worried. Jesus
says to them, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father" [14:10] What he is
really saying is that they need no longer be anxious. They can have access, even
to God the Father, through their relationship with Jesus. Jesus wants the disciples
to stop being anxious, simply to believe and then to move forward in the confi-
dence of God's commitment to them, made absolutely clear in the life, death and
Resurrection of Jesus and in the promised coming of the Holy Spirit.

It seems to me that anxiety is one of the most distracting sins of our own
age. People are anxious about all sorts of things over which they have no control.
It is no surprise that in a time of general anxiety, there is an increase in obsessive,
compulsive behaviours which are one way that we try to exert control over our
immediate environment. Jesus wants to reassure the disciples that there is no
need to be anxious. All we need to do is to believe and then to move forward in
the confidence that God is totally committed to us.

In fact, the whole central portion of John's Gospel, culminating in Chapter
17, is an exploration of the intimacy of the relationship between Jesus and the
Father and an invitation for those first disciples, and for those of us who believe
because of those disciples, to share that intimacy that Jesus and the Father share.

Intimacy is a tricky word for us. It is usually associated with some terrible
exposé about the moral failings of a football hero or a fallible politician. To know
and to be known, to rest secure and to look to a future with confident hope, is what
Jesus is talking about when he invites his disciples into an intimate relationship
with him and with the Father. This is the absolute opposite of the paralysis that
comes from anxiety. When we know and are known by someone and we can rest
securely with them, we can then look to the future with confidence and with hope
and this is the very thing that we are invited to do by Jesus in his exhortation to the
disciples in John's Gospel. The poet, T S Eliot, who was a lifelong Anglican, left
instructions that his tombstone should carry some words from one of his poems
that express this very well; "We must be still and still moving into another intensi-
ty, for a further union, a deeper communion”.  Jesus invites us to rest still and
secure in our relationship with him. But he also invites us to move on, to find new
horizons, to find new depth, so that we can move towards that fullness of life which
is his promise and his gift.

In our world beset by low-level, constant anxiety, this is a powerful state-
ment of Christian faith and hope. Like Lazarus the poor man who rests in the
bosom of Abraham, and like John the beloved disciple, who rests against the chest
of Jesus, we too can rest confidently and secure against the Heart of God, know-
ing that we are known and loved, knowing that we can be still and yet we must still
be moving forward into the future that God plans for us, together. Amen.

With all good wishes and blessings, %

The Right Reverend Garry
Weatherill
Bishop of Willochra

Thankyouw from Fr Bob Cooper ... would like to take this opportunity to offer
my sincere thanks to all those who have made me so welcome during my stay in the Diocese of
Willochra. First and foremost my thanks go to "my brother" Bishop Garry. +Garry has taken me into
his own home and welcomed a mad pommie into his diocese with good grace and humour and
more than a little patience - My Lord; my sincerest thanks. This welcome however was not confined
to the Bishop. Everywhere | went in this fine diocese | received a warm and genuine welcome from
all - it made me feel at home. From the bottom of my heart - thank-you! Who knows | may even
come back one day and see my big brother!

A/lochran
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Coming Diocesan Events

June 2010
21 Diocesan Council at Gladstone
27 St Paul's Orroroo
90th Anniversary
July 2010

4 Patronal Festival: Cathedral
4 Dedication of "Facilities"
Jamestown.
5 New Registrar commences at
Church Office
7 ABM Auxiliary Centenary: Sydney.
11 Friends of The Diocese of
Willochra Event,
Christ Church, North Adelaide.
17 Ordination of Steve Davis as
Deacon, 1.00am
St George’s Magill
25 Sheringa - centenary service
31 Post Ordination Training Day -
Gladstone.
September 2010
17-24 General Synod - meets in
Melbourne.

*Annual Adelaide Meeting * - Friends of the
Diocese of Willochra - Sunday 11th July at
Christ Church, North Adelaide.
Evensong with Quire St Nicolas.
Preacher- Bishop Garry.
Chocolate Delight afternoon tea.

The Diocese of Willochra is a safe
place for all. If you have a complaint or
a question about sexual abuse or inap-

propriate behaviour please
contact the Director of Professional
Standards:

Tim Ridgway
Mobile 0418 847 571
E-mail:
tridgway@sa.chariot.net.au
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2010 Synod:

Comments about Synod....Interesting ,Inspiring, Challenging and Different

Cheryl Bainton -
Representative from
the Diocese of the
Murray

Interesting...

* Discussion about the Statement of
Commitment and an Affirmation of faith
and Justice with respect to Indigenous
Australians

* Also the concept of the Reconciliation
Action Plan [R.A.P] process and the
way it could be introduced to the
Diocese.

Inspiring...Chatting with Grant Hay
about his chaplaincy work at Point
Pearce

Challenging...Bishop Garry's sermon
on' being still' and becoming more inti-
mate in my relationship with God.
Different...Willochra has different mod-
els of parish ministry, including the gifts
that ordained women bring to the wor-
ship and Synod.

Trevor Briggs -
Retiring Diocesan
Registrar

B Interesting...
Michael Ford has a
gift of presenting
financial reports and
budgets in a way that
keeps people alive and involved in that
important aspect of our Synod.
Inspiring... Bishop Garry's inviting us
to embrace the (seasonal) changes in
our individual and community life confi-
dent that there is ongoing ministry for
us to give and receive" in his
Presidential address
Challenging...Debates where really
hearing the opposing points of view
helps us reconsider our own particular
initial reaction to a new challenge.
Different...The light-hearted atmos-
phere of our Synod makes going to
Synod in Willochra attractive to both

our own members and observers - and
to invited guests.

Informative ....The Bishop's answer to
the question on notice about celebra-
tion of Holy Communion was very
instructive about order in the Anglican
Church.

AMBob Cooper -

oo~ -\ visiting priest from t.he
# Wakefield Diocese in
ythe UK

Interesting....

* Being asked to "fill in’
for the 5 minutes
whilst the legal stuff
was discussed.

* The '3 minute topics' - unique!
Inspiring...

* The work CMS are doing throughout
the world.

* The people coming together as one
diocese under God.

* To meet the people of the diocese.
Challenging... The problems concern-
ing indigenous Australians - 'What to
do' in a difficult path - a fine line
between imposing imperialism and
doing the right thing - difficult!
Different...Calling the
'‘Sunshine" - not in the UK!

Bishop

Andrew
Cockington -
Synod rep for
Crystal Brook/ Port
Broughton Ministry
District

Interesting...The ’
preparedness of the S8l A
Diocese to take a financial risk to deliv-
er services to indigenous communities
- Fantastic

Inspiring... Synod Opening Eucharist-
particularly the Bishop's Sermon (still
and still moving)

Challenging...

* Question about what it means to be
Anglican. What does the covenant say
about us?

* The Bishop's answer about why Lay

Ministers cannot preside over Holy
Communion.

Different....

* The size of the Bishop

* Great CMS presentation

June Leedham -
Synod rep for Eyre
Ministry District

Interesting...The dif-
ferent opinions of dif-
ferent people make
Synod very interest-
AMing

Inspiring...To hear the work of CMS
and other Mission work is very inspir-
ing.

Challenging...Our biggest challenge is
to help others to know Jesus; and be
able to rely on his help at all time.
Different....The number of people
gathered together in services of Prayer
and Praise. Especially the wonderful
pipe organ so beautifully played by
Michael Ford.

Bev Pratt -
Synod rep for Port
Augusta/Quorn
Parish

Interesting...This is
my first Synod, so
found it interesting
following proce-|
dures. [
Inspiring...
* Listening to the [l
Bishop's address was inspiring

* Becoming aware of the great diverse
talent we have in this Diocese gives me
great heart as to where this Diocese is
going.

Challenging... The discussion on rec-
ognizing the resolution of the 2007
General Synod, endorsing a statement
of commitment and affirmation of faith
and justice with respect to indigenous
Australians was very challenging.
Different...Being involved in a two day
meeting was different, great variety of
topics was interesting, interspersed
with good humour.




Making the Faith/Work connection

Featuring people from the diocese share their 'take' or the connection between faith and life.

The faith /work
connection

Richard
Gregory

Richard Gregory grew up on a
farm half way between Owen and
Hamley Bridge in the Lower North of
the state. As a youngster, going to
church every second Sunday at
Hamley Bridge was a real social high-
light.

Now in his mid 50's, Richard
works as a farm manager, in the same
district. He still attends the little church
of St Thomas at Hamley Bridge where
he is a licensed lay minister and
churchwarden.

I'm a lot more open about my
faith and emotions than | used to be.
One of the things about getting older is
that | feel like I'm more in touch with my
feelings and | try to understand how
others feel, too. Although | learned a lot
about faith from my mother, it was my
Dad's quiet, caring values that | learned
a lot from. Dad wasn't often at Church,
but he taught me about how to live. He
was confirmed only a few years before
he died.

You spend a lot of time alone
when you work a farm. There's a lot of
time to think as you sit on a tractor
going round a paddock. Even with
mobile phones and modern radios,
there's still a lot of time to think.
Sometimes | feel very close to God, but
there are times when you get so busy
and caught up with work that you can
forget that God is there 24/7. Praying is
a bit like that for me, too. Sometimes,
when there has been a real crisis for
me, I've prayed hard and long.
Sometimes | really struggle to find the
time and energy to pray regularly.
That's when it is really important for me
to have other Christian people to talk to
and to share with. God helps some-
times through other people.

Two of the biggest influences
on my life as a Christian have been
ministers. The Rev'd Phil Connell was
never upset by anything that hap-

pened. He never worried about posses-
sions or material things, but he always
cared for people and had time for them.
He lived a self giving life, even when he
was a really old person.

From the Rev'd George
Thomas | learned about the value of
hard work. He was good at explaining
faith, and also at encouraging me to
see things from another person's point
of view. | didn't always enjoy that, but |
think it is important.

Cursillo was a big turning point
for me in my faith. The weekend away
with other Christian men was so
encouraging and | felt that we were
really close to each other and to God.

There have been times when |
have made some big mistakes, but I've
always felt that God was there for me -
he has never let me down, even when
things haven't worked out the way | had
hoped. And so I'm not embarrassed for
people to know that I'm a Christian.
When | was a young man | used to
make out | was "busy" on Sundays, but
now I'm happy for people to know that
Sunday morning church is really impor-
tant to me. | reckon that most people in
town know that I'm a Christian - last
Palm Sunday we had a joint churches
march down the street and | was proud
to be part of it, witnessing to my faith.

I've always loved sport and |
played a bit of footy when | was
younger. Now I'm a trainer for the
Hamley Bridge football club and | think
my faith plays a part there. | try to help
players find their strengths and build on
them, without getting too stuck on their
problems. God's always generous to
me and so | try to be generous with the
footy players and to help them feel
good about themselves, even when
things aren't going well. It's a little thing
I know, but it's easy to get stuck on
yourself - there's more to life than your-
self.

I've tried to teach that to my
sons. They are all adults now, respon-
sible for themselves, and I've tried to
give them a good grounding in faith, but
there are so many choices for them.
We had a bout 15 years of church with
them, but they all go their own way, and
| guess that's how it is for most parents.
But | feel a bit sad that they don't really
know how much God can help then

with life and its difficulties. Maybe that
will come later.

| like to grow veggies, but it
takes work. Faith is like that too. It's a
constant struggle, but the effort shapes
you as a better Christian, as a better
person. On my tombstone I'd like it to
read, "Richard Gregory - he could
always see the half full cup.” But it will
probably say "Richard Gregory -- he
was never on time!"

Tim
Butler

THE DAY MY
MOTHER

SPOKE
GREEK

i

| often think of faith as being a
bit like a good idea.

Sometimes a good idea will
come in a flash of inspiration and
sometimes it begins as a germ of a
notion which gradually grows and
matures as you ponder and slowly con-
struct the fully fledged idea.

Similarly with faith. The
Disciples on the road to Emmaus were
without a clue until the scales were lift-
ed from their eyes and suddenly in a
heartbeat they understood.

On the other hand those of us
who were brought up in good Christian
families may never have a sudden con-
version experience but may go through
our whole lives with what is more like
passive acceptance of the faith of the
church which we learn from our par-
ents.

Sometimes it takes a trigger to
make our faith really meaningful to us.
| well remember the day | changed from
being a passive accepter to having a
strong belief of my own.

My mother was a member of
the Christian Revival Crusade church
in Adelaide and one Sunday when |
was visiting 'the big smoke' | went with
her to a service. All went along quite
normally until in the middle of the ser-
mon my mother suddenly stood up




and in a loud voice began jabbering
away in some strange and unfamiliar
language. Not only that but the pastor
up on the stage began 'interpreting' the
message for the rest of us.

Now this was pretty scary stuff!
| still remember the hair standing up on
the back of my neck. Should | look the
other way and pretend it wasn't hap-
pening, try to make her sit down and
shut up, or bolt for the door before | too
caught whatever it was that had afflicted
her.

Eventually she did sit down and
the service resumed as if nothing had
happened. The situation was compli-
cated even further when, after the ser-
vice, an academic who happened to be
in the congregation, approached mum
to compliment her on her use of such
flawless Greek, and not only that but a
Greek dialect which hadn't been used
for hundreds of years.

What was | to make of this
strange phenomenon? Here was my
mother, a fairly simple, very shy, not
particularly well educated lady in her
mid sixties who had never spoken
another language in her life, suddenly
delivering a message in classical Greek
in the middle of a church service.

No prizes for guessing what
occupied my thoughts for a consider-
able period of time after that!

Perhaps | had witnessed some
sort of miracle: my mother had been
speaking in tongues, an event which,
had | not seen it myself, | would not
have believed possible.

Suddenly the Bible took on a
whole new meaning, changing from a
collection of abstract stories told to
demonstrate a series of points, to dis-
tinct possibilities.

After all if the Holy Spirit could
make my mother speak in tongues the
feeding of the five thousand was possi-
ble, Lazarus could actually have been
raised from the dead, and the water
probably was changed into wine. Not
only that but the promise of Jesus to be
with us 'til the end of the age' takes on a
whole new meaning.

So if you are going through
hard times and your faith is wavering,
step back from your problems, place
them in God's hands and leave the wor-
rying to Him for He is here to help.
Trust me. | know. For | have seen a mir-
acle.

Tim Butler

A MISSION DAY

ABM's supporters get together in
Balaklava
On 22nd April the parishioners
of Christ Church Balaklava welcomed
supporters of ABM from far and wide. It
was a pleasure to welcome Guest
=5 Speaker, Dr
Julianne
_ Stewart, ABM
tAustralia's
‘Program
| Director, and to
|
{

‘hear her views
on what Mission
has  become
& [today. Julianne
§ reminded us of
changes that
have occurred
fover the years.
~4{"The missionar-
ies of a bygone
era were suc-
cessful in set-
ting up the church in third world areas,
and from this beginning relationships
have been built, and today's work of
Mission revolves around partnerships
between ABM Australia and groups all
over SE Asia and beyond."

Bishop Garry, who is the
Bishop on the Board for the next 6
years, gave encouraging news of new
faces of ABM - a group of articulate,
well qualified people committed to
working out new approaches to the
work of Mission. This was a day with a
positive message - our support to ABM
through prayer and giving is greatly
appreciated by our partner churches -
and it is making a difference.

Dr Julianne Stewart,
Guest Speaker

A RETREAT FOR
WOMEN

This Retreat is to be held at Camp
willochra Melrose from 6 pm on Friday
23rd July to 2 pm on Sunday 25th July.
The Retreat will be led by MU
Willochra's Chaplain, The Rev'd Dr.
Catherine Holt. Tell your friends about
this wonderful opportunity for quiet
refreshment. The overall cost for the
weekend is $70.00. Make your booking
by contacting Jane Tanner on
86752046 or Jan Tiver on 88923043

A/llochran
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World Day of
Prayer

World Day of Prayer is a world-wide
movement with more than 170 coun-
tries participating in an annual day
of celebration which brings together
people of various races, cultures
and traditions to share together in
God's Word and worship. It also
focuses on a special annual theme.

On Friday 5th March 2010 a
World Day of Prayer service was held
in The Chapel at 'The Village' Maitland,
and hosted by St John's Anglican
Church. The focus country was
Cameroon, Western Equatorial Africa.
Decorations and a floral arrangement
were in the Cameroon colours of
Green, Red and Yellow. The children
from St John's Sunday School made
paper chains and shakers in colours to
match the theme.colours. The shakers
were handed out at the beginning of the
service and used with enthusiasm by
the 75 people attending the service,
including students and residents.

To enhance the percussion
vitality, Year 7 students from Maitland
Lutheran School played their percus-
sion instruments, and led the proces-
sion into the Chapel to the Cameroon
song 'Let Everything that Breathes,
Praise the Lord', the theme of this
year's World Day of Prayer.

Our Guest Speaker was Mrs
Monique Schulte, from Port Victoria,
who spoke informatively about
Cameroon, its people, its way of life
and its problems.

Members from the Catholic,
Lutheran and Uniting Churches joined
our Anglican voices to portray the
Cameroon people's faith in different
aspects of their life.

Everyone was handed a pro-
gramme with a bookmark inside which
was a gift from the congregation of St
John's Church as a memento of the
service. Morning Tea was enjoyed by
residents and visitors together before
the service.

The offering from this service,
which will go to the Bible Society's
Esther Project in Cameroon, raised
$296.00. A wonderful morning had by
all.

Bev Battams



Websites & The Mission to Seafarers

www.seasunday.org...... Information & resources for use on Sea Sunday
www.mts.org.au........ Information about the activities of The Mission to
Seafarers in Australia (Please look at the video on what we do. The text which
accompanies the images is based on the passage in Matthew 25: 35-36
www.missiontoseafarers.org.....Information about activities of The Mission to
Seafarers Worldwide

www.flindersports.com....The website of the South Australia Port Authority.
You may like to choose a port in the Dioceses of Willochra & pray for the well
being of Seafarers and their Families as they sail to and from the port you have

chosen. Please pray also for those who care for seafarers in that port. lan Pole

My Retreat Experience

| am writing this under the flowering carob tree at St. Mary's Anglican
Church, Burra. It is the Monday morning following the Retreat organized by Father
Michael Hillier, and led by Father Nicholas Rundle. The theme was "Journeying
deeper into God."

The broad range of wonderful experiences offered during the Retreat
touched every part of mind, body and spirit, and our personalities. Father Nicholas'
teachings and practices on the Orthodox Church gave us insight into another
Christian tradition and a re-valuing of our own.

The prayers of Ephraim and other texts were enriching. Added to this we
had access to books from the Spirituality Library. The many practices of led
silences and breathers expanded our capacities to experience a deeper spacious-
ness and inner presence of the Spirit of Life dancing with us to the harmonies of
wholeness and one-ness with Ephraim - the 'Harp of the Spirit'. Such was our
shared worship.

And from this sacred space, this holy ground and humbled appreciation, |
express my deep gratitude to all of you who helped me through the Port Lincoln
fires, both locally and across the Diocese - 'Thankyou!'

| am hoping to rebuild and rehabilitate the four donkeys who survived and
continue working with young children.

Loving blessings, Rosemary Raymond Daniels.

A New Registrar

Bishop Garry has announced the appointment of
Mr Alan Jamieson, from Gawler, to be the next
Registrar for the Diocese. He will begin work at
Church Office, Gladstone, on 5th July.

Alan is an Anglican layman who has been

involved most recently in the Gawler parish where
. he and Jane have both been very involved in parish
~ |life. They are keen choral musicians and so will add
to the musical talent pool of the diocese.
/ Alan has a wide range of business and manage-
ment experience. He has a degree in electronic
engineering, and has managed a couple of small
businesses of his own in the tourism industry. In the
last ten years he has worked both in Australia and
in the UK in business planning, development and
appraisal, especially in the not-for-profit sector.

Alan describes himself as having, "an affable style, a sense of humour,
patience and an appreciation in working in small teams where everybody has to
help everybody else." These will all be valuable and valued characteristics in our
new Registrar.

Bishop Garry has assured Alan and Jane of a warm Willochran welcome

as they move north and begin meeting the people of the Diocese.

Ministry of Spirituality
Coming Events: 2010

New Course!

The Spiral of prayer :
pray and going deeper
If your Ministry District, parish or con-
gregation is interested in holding this
five session powerpoint course please
be in touch with me.

Other Courses
Meditation
Six sessions
The art of sacred reading
four sessions
The Palestine of Jesus
four sessions

Other possibilities

Retreats, Quiet days, spiritual direction.
For further information contact:

The Ven. Michael Hillier,

PO Box 47 Burra 5417

(T) 8892 2313

(E) stmaryburra@bigpond.com

Learning to

ECO SPIRITUALITY

* June 7-12: Moolooloo Station
‘God of mines, God of pines’
* July 19-24: Gum Creek Station -
‘Is your God fossilised?
* August 9-14: Angepena -
‘In the land of the Adnyamathanha’
* September 20-25: Mount Ive Station
in the Gawler Ranges -
‘God gets explosive’
Further details ...
Costs:The cost for all programmes is
$490 which includes accommodation,
food and facilitators.
Further details
A brochure is available:
Terry Krieg (08) 8682 1571;
Mob 0428834141
or email patezl@yahoo.com

Contact

Flinders Ranges




e ISSUES......ISSUES......ISSUES......ISSUES......ISSUES.....ISSUES......ISSUES......ISSUES.

Over the last ten years there
have been many papers written, many
books published and many confer-
ences attended, which have tried to
understand changes in the way
Anglicans define themselves, and the
nature of the Anglican Communion.
The causes for this "identity crisis" are
complex and include changes in social
structure in Western countries, emerg-
ing strength in churches that were once
colonial dependents, especially some
African Churches, strongly divergent
views about the interpretation of the
Scriptures, and the growth of militant
anti-Christian forces like strident athe-
ism and aggressive forms of other
great religious traditions.

The focus point for a great deal
of the anxiety resulting from these
many influences has been the dispute
between the Episcopal Church (USA)
and the Anglican Churches of the
Global South concerning the election of
Bishop Gene Robinson as Bishop of
New Hampshire and subsequent criti-
cism and jurisdictional fights between
perceived "liberal" churches and "con-
servative" churches. At the Lambeth
Conference this division was evident in
an alternative gathering of conservative
bishops held in the weeks immediately
prior to Lambeth and in the Archbishop
of Canterbury's decision not to invite
Bishop Robinson to attend Lambeth. |
want to stress that the issues raised by
the election of a gay person as bishop,
the sanctioning of same-gender rela-
tionships in some US and Canadian
dioceses, and the establishment of
"rogue" jurisdictions  within the
Episcopal Church by a few Global
South bishops are the presenting
issues, the symptoms of deeper socio-
logical, theological and political issues.
It is also important to remember that
this is not the first time that the
Anglican Communion has had to face
very significant internal disputes.

The current series of crisis
points has led the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the other advisory
groups of our Churches to work at new
ways to define our common identity
and yet to acknowledge real and signif-
icant differences. All parties to the dis-
putations have Jesus' prayer from John
17 that "we may all be one" ringing in

their heads. The various international
bodies who give leadership to our
Communion have agreed on a pro-
posed Covenant model of mutual
accountability and responsibility, and
over the next few years each national
church will be asked to respond to the
proposal. Our General Synod, meeting
later this year, is likely to ask each
diocesan synod to respond to the pro-
posed Covenant, before the General
Synod deals with it again in 2013. This
incredibly convoluted process is a
reflection of the dispersed nature of our
Anglican way of being Christian and is
both a blessing and a curse!
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Communion?:

| am not yet convinced that the
Covenant is the best way for us to pro-
ceed and suspect that it may be both
an over-reaction to the current climate
and also ineffectual in satisfying all par-
ties involved. The strongest argument
in favour of the Covenant is that it does
outline a process by which Churches in
dispute can relate to each other in a
godly way.

One of the strengths of our
Communion is that it is just that - a
Communion of national churches who
agree to a very simple set of common
beliefs and practices, and who
acknowledge a great deal of autonomy
to national churches and to local dioce-
ses. The so called Chicago-Lambeth
Quadrilateral suggested some absolute
basics for Anglican identity and was
restated in the Windsor Report, pub-
lished just before Lambeth 2008, in this
form:

a. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments as the revealed Word

of God.

b. The Nicene Creed as the sufficient
statement of the Christian Faith.

c. The two sacraments, Baptism and
the Supper of the Lord, ministered with
the unfailing use of Christ's words of
institution and the elements ordained
by him.

d. The historic Episcopate, locally
adapted in the methods of its adminis-
tration to the varying needs of the
nations and peoples called of God into
the unity of His Church.

This is a remarkably succinct state-
ment. To be in full communion with
Anglican churches, national churches
are required to show these marks in
their life and structures. How incredibly
open this is! James Jones, the Bishop
of Liverpool argues that in times of dis-
pute we must make space for truth and
grace to come to the surface.

Jesus, he says, "was neither
truthless in his grace, nor graceless in
his truth. | fear that in our debates with
each other and with the world...we
have come over as graceless." Jones'
observations challenges the quick way
we move to support our own positions
without serious and sacrificial engage-
ment with those with whom we dis-
agree profoundly. Perhaps the open
space of the minimalist position of the
Lambeth Quadrilateral might offer more
opportunity for grace and truth to
emerge in our Communion than a
covenant relationship.

My other problem with the
Covenant is that it might institutionalise
our disagreements and so make it diffi-
cult for us to move forward together in
those important tasks we share and
about which we agree. Again, James
Jones has a helpful observation.
"Energy is sapped by internal defini-
tions, rather than released into engag-
ing with the world so loved of God."
For ordinary Anglicans in Willochra,
these matters may seem far away, and
not particularly interesting, but we will
be required to engage with them in the
years ahead as we seek to be faithful to
the Lord of the Church and as we try to
strengthen and grow our local church
and participate fully in fellowship within
our global Communion.

+ Garry Weatherill
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Around the traps......

Easter Service at Yunta. Pictured
after the Easter service at Yunta -

Shepherd,
Chloe on Cindy
the horse, the
Jenny
Swanbury  of
UCA Frontier
services and
D avid
/ |Shepherd.
| |Janelle collab-
Jorates with
Jenny in the
\ ministry to the
~'NE Mission.

Cursillo Weekend for women is to be
held at the Emmaus Campsite at
Halbury, near Balaklava on the long
weekend, 11-14th June this year.
More details can be obtained from the
Lay Director, Adrienne Williams on
0414249328.

Palm crosses."Over the top, around
the back and through the loop" - there
was quite a bit of mutterlng instructions

" " Ilas Wendy
Johnson
and Wendy
Marling
joined  with

John's

/» ~1Auburn for
morning tea
—{and palm

crosses mak-

ing in preparation for Palm Sunday.
Meredith Francis from Moonta made
over 6,000 Palm Crosses this year and
raised more than $2,000 for the work of
the Anglican Board of Mission.

Mid Morning Melodies - The program
for the March Morning Melodies held at
Christ Church, Kadina, was provided
by Anne Ford and Michael Ford.

Anne sere-
naded the
audience
with beautiful

from
known
musical pro-
ductions,
accompanied

on the piano by Michael. The persona
of Victor Borge was portrayed by
Michael to the amusement and enjoy-
ment of all present.

The Parish of the Copper Coast is a
truly welcoming and inclusive commu-
nity.writes Debbie Allen of Ingle Farm.
Numbered among the regular parish-
ioners attending the numerous ser-
vices and activities is a warm, friendly,
very quiet, but always .
well mannered and
attentive little chap
called “Hamish”. In
fact he is so quiet that
it is often only after a
service that some
people are actually g
aware he is evenji
there.!!
His presence helps to remmd us that
we are all Gods children, whether we
have two legs or four. He is an accept-
ed part of parish live in the truly wel-
coming and friendly community of the
Copper Coast.

Not-so-Big Day Out - About 75 people
enjoyed a delicious lunch at Bishop's
House on Easter Monday. The food
was followed -

by some won-
derful music
provided by
musicians
from the
Diocese. A
highlight was
a bracket of
traditional|
blues mu5|c 4
played ]
sung / :
Fiona Boyes (p|ctured right)(Steve
Clarke, our Ministry Development
Officer is married to Fiona)

Blessing the Facilities -"May the Lord
bless your sitting down and your stand-
ing up" is likely to be the text for the
sermon at 5:00pm on 4th July when
Bishop Garry dedicates the newly built
toilet facilities at St James' Church,
Jamestown.

St Paul's Church, Orroroo - St Paul's
celebrates the 90th Anniversary of the
current church building on Sunday,
27th June 2010, with a Service at

10:30am, followed by a shared lunch.
All past parishioners and friends are
very welcome to attend.

The Reverend Gunnar Rippon -
Gunnar

Father
was commis- |
sioned as Ministry i
District Priest inj
the
District
Wakefield
Wednesday, 5th - |
May. The Service was very well
attended, in part, because the supper
was delicious desserts and warming
port: a great combination on a cold
autumn evening. Bishop David and
Mrs Marion McCall were among the
guests at the Commissioning Service.

Streaky Bay

Streaky Bay has had good news at
last. Mr Steve Davis and his wife, Lyn,
are to move to Streaky Bay in August
to commence ministry there. Steve will
be ordained as a Deacon on 17th July
at 11.00am at St George’s Magill and
will take up his new appointment just a
fortnight later.

NHMF Report - pictured are David
McDougall (Port Augusta/Quorn) and
Mary Lewis (Roxby Downs) in animat-
ed discussion at the recent Clergy
Conference in the Diocese of

Willochra. The program was led by
their i

Clarke. .
work of both|
Mary and,
Steve is sup-
ported in part
by the ‘Anglicans Outback’ exists to
support Anglican ministry in remote
parts of Australia and partially funds
Steve's position. If you would like to
give your support to ministry in remote
parts of the Anglican Church please
send your donation to Anglicans
Outback, c/- The Anglican Centre, 209
Flinders Lane, MELBOURNE VIC

‘Watch this space for details
about Camp Willochra
Jubilee Celebrations
June 2011




