Introduction to John

John's Gospel is often given to people as a readable account of Jesus of Nazareth, yet it is
also a sublime masterpiece,that has occupied theologians and mystics for centuries. It has
been described as 'a book in which *‘a child may paddle but an elephant can swim deep'.
At the same time, however, it is still a story —the story of Jesus' deeds and words, his signs
and teaching, and how these led to his arrest, death and resurrection. By following the flow
of John's narrative, and showing how it is patterned and devised, this commentary
unpacks the text to help the reader grow in understanding and faith.

The People's Bible Commentary is planned to cover the whole Bible, with a daily readings
approach that brings together both personal devotion and reflective study. Combining the
latest scholarship with straightforward language and a reverent attitude to Scripture, it
aims to instruct the head ,and warm the heart. The authors come from around the world
and across the Christian traditions, and offer serious yet accessible commentary. The
People's Bible Commentary is an invaluable resource for first-time students of the Bible,
for all who read the Bible regularly, for study group leaders, and anyone involved in
preaching and teaching Scripture.



