
The story of the growth of the Christian church from Jewish sect to worldwide faith is an 
intriguing one, yet to many it can seem overwhelmingly complex and confusing. In The 
Christians, Tim Dowley offers those interested in learning more about this subject a clear 
and accessible guide to the development of Christianity from the time of Jesus to the 
present day. Chronologically organized and international in scope, the book covers themes 
such as: Defining Belief, the Making of the New Testament, Rome and the Papacy, Monks 
and Monasteries, the Eastern Church, Reformation, Islam and the Crusades, Catholic and 
Radical Reform, and To the Ends of the Earth. It also spotlights figures who played a 
significant role in the development of the church. But Dowley offers the reader more than 
just a history lesson; by adopting a topical approach to the story, he also enables the reader 
to engage with issues that continue to influence the church and society today. Beautifully 
illustrated with full-colour art, photographs, maps and boxed material, The Christians 
offers a concise and stimulating introduction to the history of Christianity and its key 
figures.  
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