THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

picture

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,

born in David’s city of Bethlehem,

born like him to be a king:

Be born in our hearts this Christmastide,

be king of our lives today.

We sing:
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,

the prophets said you would bring peace

and save your people in trouble.

Give peace in our hearts at Christmastide

and show all the world God’s love.

We sing:

2. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might 
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,

John told the people to prepare,

for you were very near.

As Christmas grows closer day by day,

help us to be ready to welcome you now.

We sing:

4. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

5. O come, O come, great Lord of might 
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
6. O come, O key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Light of the world,

blessed is Gabriel who brought good news;

blessed is Mary your mother and ours.

Bless your Church preparing for Christmas;

and bless us your children who long for your coming.

We sing:

7. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

8. O come, O come, great Lord of might 
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
9. O come, O key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
10. O come, O branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, Light of Light,

you have come among us.

Help us who live by your light

to shine as lights in your world.

Glory to God in the highest!
11. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

12. O come, O come, great Lord of might 
who to the tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times did give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
13. O come, O key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high 
and close the path to misery. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
14. O come, O branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
15. O come, O dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by your advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
        Rejoice! rejoice! ...
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